Activities for Thoughtful Reflection:
Connecting Service and Learning

A Guidebook for Teachers Grades K-8

This booklet is made available on-line with permission from Dr. Jane
Callahan, Providence College.

To order hard copies of this booklet, contact Dr. Callahan at
Jjealahan@providence.edu



Preface

This handbook is the result of a collaboration of the faculty and staff of
the Education Department at Providence College and teachers in partner
schools. As the focus of a three year Learn and Serve/Higher Education
grant and a sub-grant from the American Association of Colleges of Teacher
Education, service-learning pedagogy was integrated into the elementary/
special education teacher preparation program at the college. As the project
developed, the importance of thoughtfully developed reflection activities
and their connection to the service-learning process for both students and
teachers became increasingly evident. However, both emerging and
experienced teachers seemed to have difficulty developing age appropriate
reflection activities that would meet the needs of students with diverse
learning styles.

In response to this difficulty, this handbook was written for new and
experienced teachers who want to effectively use reflection with children in
elementary grades. Activities are provided which relate to both develop-
mental stages and learning styles. Notations are made to assist the teachers
in choosing appropriate reflection activities for a variety of ages, student
outcomes, and curricular needs.

The activities presented in this handbook were contributed by many
different faculty members, graduate students and teachers in the program’s
partner schools. We owe a debt of gratitude to all of these individuals. In
particular we would like to acknowledge teachers in the following Rhode
Island schools: Camden Avenue and Veazie Street Schools in Providence,
Baldwin Elementary School in Pawtucket, LaPerche Elementary School in
Smithfield and Callahan School in Burrillville. A special recognition is also
extended to Linda Browning, Rose Manson, Vicki Logan, Jill McCutcheon,
and Carla Pandolfo.

Jane Callahan
Lynne Ryan
Copyright 1999, Providence College
This publication was prepared with funding from the Corporation for

National Service through a grant to the American Association of Colleges for
Teacher Education, Service Learning and Teacher Education (SLATE).
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